Vin nan Y2K 13 dé tai néng
nhét trén toan th€ gidi. Bdo chi,
truyén thanh, truyén hinh hang
ngdy phan tich, khuyén khich
dan ching du trit thuc pham va
gia dung cin thiét dé phong ho
khi vin nan Y2K x4y ra. Ca
nuéc My nhin vé New York 1a
thanh phd I6n dau tién dén
nhan thién nién ky mdi, sé t6
chic that vi dai tai Times
Squares. Tuy vua lo vua sg
nhung gia dinh t6i vAn nhat
dinh sang New York d& d6n
giang sinh va t€t duong lich.

Lé&ch théch mang nhiéu hanh ly
ngdi vao 1ong mdy bay rdi toi
mdéi yén tri khong s¢ bi 18
chuyén bay. Trdi td md sing

ching t6i da rdi khoi nha,
duong ket xe qua, téi dugc phi
truong Oakland nhin hanh
khdch diing x&p hang dai ra tan
ngoai 1€ dudng ma khong khdi
ngao ngén, diing x&p hang mai
c4 chin hon ca gid dong hd méi
t6i lugt, dang ming khap khdi
thi thung trdi hong bi diy trd ra
vi goc thing bi bé, nhan vién
phi trudng bit dong thung khac
va phéi khai mot loat gidy to
linh kinh lam chdt siu nita thi
tré chuyén bay. Phi co ngiing
hai chidng, t0 Baltimore phi
hanh doan tuyén 13 phai nit, phi
cd i phi dao rat ém, phi cong
trudng con mdi hanh khach
nang ly chic mung gidng sinh
va ndm méi. Vao nim gid
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chiéu, gid mién dong, phi co da
bay luon trén bau trdi New
York, diy la Empire State
Building, kia 12 cAu Brooklyn,
ngon Itta chdy trén bo dudc
dugc cAm bdi tuong nit than t
do, giong 1anh 16t clia cd ti€p
vién hang khong 1an lugt gidi
thiéu so nhiing di tich lich s
cho hanh khach. Thanh phd
New York nhin ti trén phi cd
xudng 1ap lanh 4nh dén trong
rat dep. Phi trudng qud rong
qua dong, ai cling mét mai sau
mot ngay dai ngdi trén phi cd,
t6i dau cling chd ciling dgi. BPon
Xe taxi cling tran ai, ngudi thi
nhiéu xe taxi thi it danh dugc
mot chi€c xe lai phai voi voi
vang vang thay nhau khuin do
dac 1én cho le vi xe sau bam coi
duc di inh 6i, héi thiic khong
ngudi. Tai x€ 14i taxi chay len
16i, queo ra queo vao ngoan
ngoit, khong theo mot hang 161
nhat dinh, manh xe nao lan
dudng chay dugc thi cd chay,
xe & ddu ma nhiéu th&, nhat 1a
v0 s0 xe limosine dai thoong,
xe ct nhich ting doan dudng,
con khéch bd hanh thi day ngap
thanh phd budc 14n cd xudng
dudng xe chay bat ké dén xanh
dén do, thién ha ci than nhién
ma di, xe hdi rang ma tranh né.

New York City gdm mAy thanh
phd nhd gop lai: Queens,
Bronx, Brooklyn, Staten Island
va Manhattan. Quan trong nhat
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12 Manhattan, mot giai dat hep
chay dai tr bic xudng nam,
phia tay la giong song Hudson,
phia ddng 1a eo bién Pai Tay
Duong, phia la khu Harlem, thi
pht ctia dan da den néi tiéng dir
din, phia nam gidp eo bién c6
bifc tugng nit than ty do.
Manhattan tuy nhé nhung day
quyén lyc, diu ndo cida thi
trudng ching khodn trén toan
th€ gidi, ngoai tda nha Wall
Street con thém tru s chinh
ctia NASDAQ. Bén ngoai hau
hét cla nhitng toa building 1a
nhitng hang chir dién t chay
lién tuc 24/24 ghi nhitng gia
biéu chi s6 Down Jones, NAS-
DAQ, gia ca cta nhiing stock
thay ddi timg phiit, va gid gidc
trén toan th& gidi. Nganh
truyén thong ciling quan trong
khong kém, nim dai truyén
hinh chinh ciing dua nhau dit
tru s& chinh tai day. Pai truyén
hinh ABC va MTV 4§ ngay trén
dudng Broadway cich Times
Squares chung vai con duong.
Hang ngay truGc ctta dai MTV
dan du lich diing x&p hang rat
s6m hy vong dugc vao tham dy
nhitng chuong trinh truyén hinh
truc tiép, trong s& khach du lich
ding chiu truc cling c6 toi da
chiu khé bd may budi sang kién
nhin dgi chd, cudi cung rdi
cling thanh cdng. Pai CBS thi
dat tru sd trong Rockerfeller
Center gan Fifth Avenue, noi
day dugc dung mot cdy thong

Vi dai v6i hang ngan dan den
gidng tu dudi 1én tan trén ngon,
chung quanh chung bay di cic
vi thién than, ong gia Noel,
Wooden Nutcracker Soldiers
biang dién sdng choi. Toi da di
qua nhiéu thanh phd 16n va ndi
tiéng nhu: San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Dallas,
Seattle, Phoenix, Chicago,
Washington DC vao nhiing dip
Giang Sinh nhung chua ndi nao

Houston,

chung biy vi dai nhu New

whi

"

i

&

York. Khdp moi noi t ngoai
dudng phd, mit tién clia cic
clia tiém va trong cac cd sG
thuong mai déu dudc trang
hoang mot cich 1ong 1ay, huy
hoang d€ thu hit sy chd y cla
du khach. Ngay truGe clra cla
Rockerfeller Center nhitng
ornaments that 16n dudc x&p
chdng chit 1én cao tao thanh
hinh cdy Noel cao ngang tGi
tAng lau th¢ hai, va nhiing
ngudi linh gd cao ngh&u nghén,
ding sat bén chup hinh chi cao
t6i doi bot clia bic tugng linh.

DAt Manhattan 1a dit vang vi
dat it ngudi nhiéu, nhung
Central Park thi lai chi€m mot
dién tich kha 16n va dai tw
dudng Fifty-Ninth Street dén
One Hundred Tenth Street.
Trong cong vién con cb vién
bio tang, cong chinh clia cong
vién toa lac trén dudng Fifty-
Ninth, nhitng ¢ xe ngua dudc
dau dai sat 1& dudng chd don dé
dwa du khach di dao quanh
nhitng dudng phd chinh, nhiing
cd xe ngua son phét di mau
sic, di kiéu dugc kéo bdi
nhitng con ngua that 16n dep
véi bom va dudi chai chuét
bong mugt. Phia bén trai cla
cong vién la toa nha Donald
Trump, truGc clra dit mot qua
ciu 16n, khu nay 12 mot khach
san loai sang trong, chi dugc
ding ngoai chup hinh. Chi
nhitng khich san trén dudng
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Fifth Avenue mdi cho du khach
vao tham, bén trong trang
hoang rit 1dng 13y, ciy thong
nudc 14p lanh sat twdng cao
chét vét 1én t6i tang lau thi
nim. Du khich dudc tha hd
chup hinh va di dao khdp moi
ndi, néu theo bing chi dan sé&
t6i mot vudn hoa 10 thién du
dang mua ddng nhung 14 van
xanh ngét va hoa van dua nhau
khoe nd mudn mau. Bén phai
ctia cong vién la Fifth Avenue
doan tu Fifty-Ninth Street trG
xudng t6i Times Square.
Khodng dudng ndy rat sim uit
vi quy tu toan la nhiing tiém
quan 4o, gidy dép va nif trang
ndi ti€ng nhat trén thé gidi, cha
nhan 13 nhitng nha vé kiéu dai
danh dang thdi cta nhitng b0 y
phuc 1ong 13y dit tién, phan
dong nhitng ngudi di mua sim
trong nhiing clra tiém nay toan
la dai tai t&, nhiing ti phd gia
hodc nhitng 6ng hoang ba chia
ndi tiéng trén th€ gidi, dan du
lich thudng chi lang thang dao
chdi cho biét. Nhat 13 tiém nit
trang ndi tiéng trén thé& gidi,
Tiffany, nhitng “th6i” kim
cuong l4p la 14p lanh dudc
chung bay rit 1a cong phu va
my thuét. China town ctia New
York trong rit nghéo nan do

bin, gid ci lai dit dd, khong
day di mat hang, 1éo téo chi
khong nhdon nhip nhu & San
Francisco. May ma trudc khi
sang diy toi dd mua sidn mot
mé dd khd mang theo (cling lai
1a c4i tat ¢8 hitu phong xa, ma
cidc con toi thudng hay cin
nhdin), diy dé moi thit khéi phai
mua méc ma lai con khong co,
khong nhitng dit ma con phai
mang sach ning di 1én di xudng
xe dién. Hé thong giao thong &
day toan la giao thong cong
cong. Xe bus, taxi, va xe dién
ngam rat tién vi § dau dudng
nao ciing cd tram don xe § dudi
dudng him, dan chiing di bo di
lam ciing dong. Hai chau trai §
ngay dudng Fifty-Fifth Street
va s lam chi cach khoang nam
hay sau block, di bo tdi sd tién
va nhanh hon 13 14i xe, tién
thué nha qué dit, chung cu mot
phong ngt trong nhiing toa nha
¢d 16 si chi khodng hai muoi
ting gid mot thing ciling phai
$1,600.00 chua k€ thém mot

vai thif tién linh kinh khic nhu
dd rac, hay thué chd dau xe. Du
1a dau ngoai I€ dudng cling van
phéi trd tién thué chd khoing
gin ba trim d6 la mot thang,
phién nhat 1a budi sing dau 1&
duong bén nay sau mudi hai
gid trva phdi ki€fm chd dau
sang 1€ bén kia tiy theo su x&p
dit ting ngay mot clia thanh
phd. Manhattan 1a mot thanh
phd qudc t&€ qué phic tap, hai
canh giau nghéo ddi nghich
nhau mot cach ro rét. Ngay trén
dudng Fifth Avenue ndi tiéng
14 chd tri ngu ctia dan nha giau
& trén nhitng tang lau trang 1&
trén cao, dudi la nhiing cia
hang sang trong dit tién thi
ngay trén 1€ dudng 1a nhiing
quay ban hang rong ré tién tir
nhitng cdp kinh mét, déi ging
tay, mil len, khan quang, nhiing
xe ban hot dog, hamberger, hat
dé rang nghéo nan quiy voi

Lize San Fring Vitong 2001

@%my 723



Libn Thien Nien Ky Tt New Yok

Lo Ty Nige Tam

vang bing nhitng tAim bat nylon
cli bac mu rach rudi bay phan
phat du6i nhitng con gi6é lanh
thSi ludn qua khodng hep giita
cac toa nha troc troi.

Gan ngay tét duong lich du
khach t6i cang dong. Tu sang
s6m ngdy ba muoi mét thang
mudi hai trén hét con dudng
Broadway hang rao da dugc
dit ra dé cdn xe khong cho di
vé phia Times Square. Dan
chiing 1ii lugt kéo vé day ting
nhém trai sin bat, chin mén dé
giit chd. moi nim chi khodng
hai t6i ba triéu ngudi kéo vé
dén tét, nhung dic biét nim
nay thanh phd du trd khodng
hon mudi tri¢u ngudi du khach
s& dén day déon mirng nim mdi.
Cénh sit clia thanh pho khong
da phai huy dong thém tr cac
thanh phd 1an can vé day dé giir
trat ty. Khodng trua thdy cdnh
rOn rip vui vui, toi cling ¢ nhap
vao giong ngudi 1ii ludt, cha can
buSc ngudi di sau ciing ddy
minh bugc téi trudc, mbi qua
hai block dudng t6i goc dudng
Broadway nhin chung quanh
toan ngudi la ngudi, phai ndi la
mot riing ngudi dn Ao ndo nhiét
ma chéng mat, danh bd cudc
tim dudng ré vé nha. Gidn mit
vao TV theo ddi nam mdi tur t
dén (th€ ma mang tiéng 1a di
New York xem trdi ciu rdi... tir
trong TV nhu moi ngudi & Cali,
Houston), b4t dau 12 Uc Chau,

Phap, Anh, gﬁn t6i New York
moi ngudi ai ciing hdi hop doi
chg, tiéc mung thién nién ky
mdi da dudc don sin trén ban,
trén man 4nh TV tiing con sO
dém trén néc Times Squares
10...9..8...7..5..3..1, va nam
2000 thuc su dén véi tiéng reo
ho vang vong tir khip néo
dudng, rugu champagne nd don
dén mung nim mdéi tdi trong
binh yén an lanh, vin nan Y2K
khong x4y ra, hoa ding, phdo
thing thién lién ti€p nd sing
chéi trén vom tréi New York,
t¥ cac cao dc¢ hoa gidy dugc tha
bay tung khip moi noi. Chiing
mot ti€ng dong hd sau moi
ngudi tin mac ra vé, tra lai
thanh phd New York v6i mot
dong rac khong 10, nhin vién
cong luc, xe rac don dep ngay.
Sang hom sau dudng pho trd lai
sach s& khong ai c6 thé ngd méi
may ti€ng ddng ho trude dé hon
mudi tri¢u ngudi da hién dién

rac rudi ngap troi.

Gan mot thidng & chdi tai
Manhattan, toi di thim da hét
cic dia danh ndi tiéng, tr Wall
Street dén NASDAQ, tru sd
Lién Hiép Qudc, sin khau
Broadway, khong thi€u noi
nao. Pic biét va vinh du nhat 1a
budi tiec mimg Giang Sinh tai
Harvard Club, truGng cii cla
chau Béc, Harvard Club khong
16n 1dm, trang hoang that gian
di, trong ngoai son mau dic
biét cta trudng di ti xa da nhan
ra ngay, bén trong hinh ctia c6
Téng Théng J.F.Kenedy treo
chinh giita, quanh tudng chung
ddy nhitng hinh 4nh cda cac
nhin vit quan trong trong
chinh quyén va noi cdc da xuat
than tu truong dai hoc Harvard,
budc vao day 1a budc vao thé
gi6i thuong lvu day quyén th&
clia My, nhung khong khi rat 1a
4m cling trang trong.

Toi gia tr New York giita thang
giéng nam 2000, du 4m nhiing
ngdy hoi I6n van con ron di, du
khiach vin néi ti€p ké dén
ngudi di trong niém luyén tiéc
vGi nhitng ky niém déac biét kho
quén ma ca ddi ngusi méi duge
dy kién chi mot 1an ding noi
ding thoi diém. C4m on New
York da cho to6i nhitng ngay
nghi that thoai mai hanh phdc.
San Jose 2001

Hai ldn Tango
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