THAY TOI

TRINH NHAT

“Ong Hoa bi hon mé 1di!”. Ldi anh B Vin dua tin vio mot budi t6i cudi
thu, khi trdi Luan docon u6t 4t vi nhitng trin mua 14t phat hoi chidu,dudng
phd con t4 tdi 14 rung vi nhitng tran gi6é thu phong.

Nghe D& Vin néi Thay bi hon mé ma t6i van chua tin vi nghi riing anh néi
dua, thich phao tin giat gan. T6i con nhd céi t6i hom dé, t8i Thit Sdu 28-10,
niam cudi cing dé nhi thién nién ki, ching tdi dugc moi t6i dy mot bita tiéc
tai nha cud anh chi P Vin, & phid TAy Nam, cdch Trung tim thanh phd
khodng 30 ciy s6. Bita tiec do anh P Vin, dong nghiép cii Pai BBC,
khoan dai thi vira 1a d€ don ching toi, ngudi tir Amsterdam dén ma ciing 13
d€ tién ching toi, ngudi di khéi Luan ddn vao sang sém ngdy hom sau.
Trong lic dang tiéc ting, lai gidt minh nhé d&én Thay, tdi d4 nhd anh P
Viin dién thoai goi sang Mi hdi thim, nhung ti€c thay chi c6 tiéng trong my
nhin tin (answering machine). Panh thoi! Biét 1am sao hon?

Trudc @6, ké tir khi dugc Thay cho biét 1a s& phai trdi qua mot cudc giai
phAu tim quan trong (by-pass surgery) vao ngay 19-10, t6i vin dé tAm theo
doi tin tic vé stic khoé cua Thay. Trong lic dang & Hoa-lan, ma Thay thich
goi 12 Ha-lan, tdi di doi ba 1an dién thoai sang nha Thiy & Mountain View,
California, ma Thay quen goi ‘Mountain View’ 12 ‘Son Canh’, thi chi dugc
nghe giong néi ti€ng Mi cud Thay trong may nhin tin. Héi thim Thay qua
‘email’ thi cling khong hon gi, vi tf ngdy biét minh bi suy tim (heart fail-
ure), Thdy da phai lo giif gin stic khde, bét cong bét viec, khong may lién
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lac thu ti¥ véi ai, mic di Thiy lic d6 dang 1am Vién Truéng Vién Viét hoc méi
thanh lap & Garden Grove, Nam California. D€ tranh bdt viéc nhan ‘emails’,
tf dia chi dién thu cii ‘wingdinhYix.netcom.com’, Thiy da ddi sang ‘dinhh-
wangwienYearthlink.net’, 1a dia chi ma t6i chi mot 1An duy nhat nhan dugc bio
cdo stic khoé cui Thdy. Biic dién thu, d& ngay Thit Biy, 19 thing T4m, nim
2000, Thay viét cho C6, cho céc con, cho cdc chiu ngoai, khi ho di Thai lan
nghi hé d6i ba tuan 1€, ma t6i vin con giif trong mdy ‘computer’, cé ndi dung

nhu sau:

“Dear Wife, Children and Grandchildren: I have
received David’s Email and My-Khue’s also. Look
forward to welcoming back Pat, Antonio and My-
Khue from Bangkok on August 16, and Ba Ngoali,
and the rest of the gang on August 21. Friday phone
calls received: HoangThi Trang (Houston, TX), Chi
Nga, Co Trong. Saturday calls  from:
DuongDucNhu, VienLinh (Khoi-hanh monthly),
Thim Dinh-The, Cu TranTrongPhuc, Viet-Hang,
Dinh-Hung, and TrinhNhat from Sydney. Sunday
calls from: Chi Mai (she and anh Van back from
China trip), Annette (from Honolulu) and Bac Ai
(from Virginia). I eat OK, plenty of fruit and vegs,

with sa-siu, gio lua, cha gio from our freezer) as well

as the wild rice + broccoli dish and the two huge
chicken pieces that Sharon had given me. Drink a lot of juice, too. I take slow
walks twice a day as usual. Monday Aug 14, 2:30 pm, I have dental appointment
with Dr. Peter T. Yoshida in downtown Mountain View (650-968-3820). Debbie
Viet-Hang, who is in Florida with Tim Fish and the 2 boys for a week, will call
Dr. Yoshida to tell him that I have a heart condition and will need antibiotics
before teeth cleaning. Of course, I'll remind him, too. Until next time, Love,

Dinh-Hoa Nguyen.”

Thay C6 Hoa c6 ba c6 con gai: Patricia My Hudng, Cynthia My Huyén,
Deborah Viét Hing déu da lap gia dinh va da c6 con, c6 cdi. Hai c6 Hudng,
Huyén c6 tén Viét Nam bit diu bing chit My 13 vi sinh ra trén dat My. Co
Hing sinh & Viét Nam nén tén bit dau bing chit Viét. Chi riéng ciu con trai
it 1a Gregory Pinh Huén nay di gan 40 tudi van con vui sdng doc than.

Thay 1a ngudi thich giao thiép rong. Ngay con lam Gidam Pdc Trung tAm Viét
hoc & Pai hoc Nam Illinois, Carbondale, ma c6 lic Thay con goi ‘Carbondale’
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1 ‘“Thung liing than’, Thy thich kho4n d3i khich khita tiéc ting, c6 1& mot
phan cling vi tai ndu nuéng khéo 1éo cud Co6. Thay thich di du lich d6 day,
khong quin ngai dudng xa, Iiic ndo cling vui vé tudi cudi. Thay thich
chuyén tro, k& 1€. Thiy sot sing, mau min tra 15i thu tir ban be, ddng
nghiép, hoc trd cii méi. Ai cin chi ti€t tham khdo gi ma Thay biét, Thay sin
sang, hét long gitp dd, tim cho bing dugc, khong quan ngai gid gidc.

Trudc khi di chup siéu Am (ultra-sound) d€ biét bénh ning bénh nhe dén
dau, Thy van nghi 1a bénh cud Thdy c6 thé chi phai trdi qua mdt cudc giai
phiu ‘thdng tim mach’, titc 12 nhe hon ‘ghép tim mach’. Trong nhitng cudc
dién dam hau nhu thudng xuyén véi Thay, Thay cho tdi biét vin nghe theo
16i béc si udng thudc ‘aspirine’ véi liéu Iugng thap dé giit cho miu lodng,
khdi bi déng cuc. Ngay ndo ciing di bo hai 1an va ciing doc xong hai cuén
tiéu thuyét trinh tham. Thay mé doc tiéu thuyét loai nay va Thay doc rat
nhanh. Thu vién luu dong c6 xe hoi mang sach truyén dén tin trudc cla
nha Thay. Mugn ddy, trd diy!

Khi bié&t dugc minh s& phdi gidi phau tim mach, 1dy 4 doan gan & dudi chan
dem 1am 4 &ng phu din méu vao tim, phong khi dong mach chinh bi nghén,
Thiy da ty trin an minh bing cich nhic d&n tén va bénh trang cud mot vi
nhac i, nha soan nhac ldo thanh, ciing trac tu6i Thay. Vi ndy da phai gii
phiu ndi ca 7 6ng phu din mau vao tim, ma van sdng, vin khoé nhu thudng.

Khi vé lai Sydney hdi ddu thang 11, sau chuyén Au du, t6i may min dudc
néi chuyén dién thoai vé6i hién ndi cud Thay. C6 Hoa, tén thdi con gdi 1a
Mit, cho biét da 23 ngdy rdi Thiy vin nim trong khu hdi sinh cap cut
(intensive care unit). Cudc gidi phiu tim lau bay ti€éng ddng hd hoan thanh
t6t dep. Bdc si chuyén khoa phiu thuat hang nhat trén th& gi6i cd ma!
Song, nhitng bién chiing sau d6 da 1am Thay mé man. Luong dudng khi
trong mau Thay c6 liic gidm xudng thap kinh khiing. Thay con bi 1én con
sOt, canh tay Thiy bi sung... Nhu C6 Hoa k&€ lai, thi miy ngay trudc do,
Cindy My Huyén, bac si chuyén khoa tAm than (psychiatrist), vao thim thi
thdy Thidy mit con nhin nhu th€ nhan ra con gii minh. Ngén tay cai cud
Thay, Thay con hoi bé cup lai dudc nhu thé ra ddu 1a minh con tinh ddy!

Béng di tirhom Ay cho madi tGi khi anh Pham Phti Minh, Cht nhiém bao Thé
Ky 21, chuyén ‘email’ cui anh Nguyén Pinh Cudng, chdu cua Thiy, dé
ngay Thit Tu 29 thang 11, naim 2000, thi t6i mdi bi€t thém tin tic:

“Cho dén hém nay chua cd gi khd quan hon. Tim c¢d hoat déng. Thdn khdng
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ddng quan tdm. Phéi vdn phdi ding mdy thé. Chdn tay khéng cya qudy dugc.

Mdt khéng focus dugc. Vdn con trong tinh trang coma.”

Nhu th€, tinh tir ngdy 19-10 dén 29-11, 1a Thay da coi nhu hon mé 1 thang 10
ngdy. Nhung nhu ‘email’ ngdy 16-12 clia anh DS Vin cho biét thi, mot vai
ngay trude khi mat, Thay c6 tinh lai va nhan dugc mit gia dinh ba con. Sau lai
bi€n chiing, 1&én con dau nita va c6 Itic coi nhu Thiy di chét trong thdi gian 12
phit. LAn Ay bc si cuii song lai duge nhd phuong phip cip cuii, nhung b4o hai,
ho lai 1am ch3dy mau vét md & nguc Thay. Thé 1a tir d6 Thay hon mé ludn va
cudi cing gia dinh Thay da quyét dinh danh phai tit mdy trd sinh (life support)
vi kéo dai ciing vo ich. Thay chinh thifc ‘rii ng tran’ vao ldc 2 gid chiéu ngay
Chd Nhat 10-12-2000, tho 76 tudi. Pam tang dua Thay dén noi an nghi cudi
cling dudc tS chifc vao ngay Thi Biy 16-12-2000.

T 1au nay, t6i van nghi ‘chét’ chi 1 trang thdi dim chim trong mot gifc ngd
dai. Ai trong chiing ta ma lai chidng phai trdi qua trong ddi mot 1an vinh vién
ra di. Vihoan cdnh dat nudc, ngdy Me tdi tir gid ¢di ddi, ngudi da khdng co tdi
bén minh. Ngay Bo toi dot ngdt ti tran, ngudi da khong c6 to6i hién dién. Ngdy
Thay vinh vién ra di, toi da khong c6 dugc mot 15 t biét, tién dura.

LAn cudi cung Thdy trd gip
nhau, cich nay da 5 ndm, nam
1995, trong bifa com tdi tai
nha Thay, liic d6 Thay Cd con
& San Franscisco. Dip gip g6
ndy la nhan chuyén tdi dugc
bai hoc San Franscico State
University mdi sang thuyét
trinh vé viéc gidng day Viét
ngit va Viét hoc & Uc. Nhung
lan dau tién t6i dugc biét dén
Thay thi da cach nay 43 nim,
niam 1957, khi van con 13 mot
hoc sinh trung hoc, chua cé
bi€t thi Td Tai 1a gi, toi da t6i
du budi 1& trinh dién Ban
Gidng Huan va gidi thiéu vi
Tan Khoa Trudng, Tién si
Nguyén Binh Hoa, cui
Truong Pai hoc Van Khoa
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Saigon. Thay lic d6 mdi & Mi vé& nudc, va dudc bo nhiém lam Khoa trudng
bPai hoc nay.

Tai chi gip lai Thay khi chinh thic ghi danh theo hoc tai Pai hoc Vin Khoa
vao diu thap nién 1960. Liic d6 Thay 1a Trudng Ban Anh Vin, 1a Ban kh4
dong sinh vién ghi danh theo hoc. T6i hoc nim Dy bi Anh Vin, va t6i chon
‘Ngit hoc Nhap mon’ 1am mdt trong nhitng mon nhi€m 1, thi cling 1a mdn
‘th” cud Thay. Ldp hoc thudng chat cling ngudi, c6 ca dén hon hai trim sinh
vién du 16p, di ‘cours’. Sinh vién c6 khi phai ding & ngoai san dé nghe bai
giang, ghi ‘cours’. Tdi con nhd, mdi khi budc vao 16p hoc, trén tay Thay
ldc nao ciing cAm mdt tJ bao ti€ng Anh phét hanh tai Saigon, ¢6 thé 1a td
Saigon Post hay t§ Saigon Daily News, dé thinh thoang c6 d6i 15i ban bac
thém ti€ng Viét, hoic so sanh vé loai tiéng Anh, ti€ng Mi thi thiét, thit gid
trong bdo. Vi thdi do ung dung, vdi 15i néi ning thu tha, t¥ ton, Thay da
thSi mot 1an gié méi cho phong trao hoc ngdn ngif tai Viét Nam. Thay da
cho sinh vién thAy mot cdi nhin rd nét vé khoa ngit hoc (linguistics) lic d6
con khd méi mé ddi véi Viet Nam. Thiy da truyén lai cdi s& hoc, cdi kinh
nghiém ma Thay da thau thap dugc sau 10 nim du hoc tai Hoa Ki cho céc
m6n sinh. Nhu mot dinh ménh, t6i d chon theo budc chan Thay ké tir ngay
dau luu luyén ay.

Toi con gdp lai Thay sau ndy nhiéu 1an nita, trong 16p hoc ciing nhu trong
cac ki thi van dap, khi theo hoc cac ching chi ‘Anh Vin Thuc Hanh’, ‘Ngit
hoc Viét Nam’, ‘Ngit hoc Anh’, ‘Védn chuong Van minh Anh’, ‘Vin chuong
Vin minh Mi’. K€ tir khi Thay qua Mi lam C6 Van Vin hoa Toa Dai st
Viét Nam Cong Hoa tai Washington D.C. vao nim 1966, rdi sau d6 Thay
sang day hoc va 1am Ph6 Gidm Péc Trung tim Viét hoc & Pai hoc Southern
Illinois University (1969-1972) thi t6i chi c6 dip lién lac thu ti¥ v6i Thay
trong tu cach 1a Chu bt t§ Nguyét san cud Hoi Gido su Anh ngt Trung hoc
Viét Nam ma Thay da gitip sang lap va 1am C6 vén.

T6i bit diu lién lac thudng xuyén hon véi Thay khi toi sang Uc du hoc tu
nghiép vao diu nam 1974. Va khi dit nu6c ‘vat d6i sao rdi’, toi da sang Mi
thim Thay tai Carbondale vao mua Pong nim 1975. Rdi con nhiéu lan sau
d6 nita. Hau nhu trong sdu bay 1an sang Mi, khi thi tit Uc, Itic thi tit Anh, 1in
ndo tdi cling ¢d tim dip ghé lai nha Thiy doi ba ngdy. Sau khi dau xong
bing MA (Hons) [Phé Tién si Hang Uu] vé Ngif hoc, t6i dugc tuyén sang
Luan Pon 1am cho Pai BBC. Thay vi di chuyén mdy bay thing sang Anh,
t6i dd bay vong qua Mi, dé ghé thim Thay ciing c6, ma d& Thiy nhin nhi
doi 16i cling c6. Thay da gidi thiéu, dam vd cho t6i: mdt cd chdu thudc loai
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tré trung, con mot ba chi ho. Hai chi em that
lac nhau va mdi tim gap lai dudc nhau & ving
Hoa thinh Pon.

Ngay tién t6i 1én dudng sang Thi do
Washington D.C., tr6i mua Poéng sau ngay
Thanksgiving Day (L& Ta On Chiia) nim
1979, tuyét phi diy trén 16i dau xe, trudc clia
nha. Tu trong nha khi lang xdng phu t6i xdch

F

o
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hanh 1i ra xe, Thay dau c6 ngd chiéc va-li cud

t6i qua ning, dau goi Thay khuy manh xudng

e

san c4i ‘huych’. Thay nhin mit, suyt xoa.
Chic 12 dau, nhung Thay 1am ra vé khong sao.

Chuyén ‘tiéu diang khoa’ cu tdi sau d6 khong
thanh. Tinh Thay Trd ching tdi khong vi th&
ma sit mé. C6 1& 13 tai sO toi ‘1an dan’ vé
dudng vo con. Ong B& tdi, thy i vi tuéng sd
tai tif, vin bao th€ ma! Tudi Ty ma mang chir
Tan, 1a Tan Ty, néu 14y vo tré thi khong sao,
chit 18y vo sém thi c6 thé phai ‘tuc huyén’. B toi tudi Tan Hoi, mang chit Tan,
ngudi phdi ‘tuc huyén’, 1y Me toi 1a ngudi vd thit hai khi 6ng méi c6 27 tudi.
B6 tdi sau ngay tan cu vé Pha Ly, Ha Nam, thi it 1au sau hdi cu vé Hai phong
nim 1946, trudc Me tdi va chiing tdi, ngudi con déo bong thém mot ba nita.

Khic v6i BS t6i, Thay tdi ‘thuy chung nhu nhat’, ‘chdng mot vg mot’, sudt doi
bén nhau. Theo chd t6i bi€t thi Thay khong c6 théi tring hoa. Thay ham mé
doc sach, hon 1a mé dan ba, phu nit. Theo 16i c6 Hoa k& lai, thi c6 nim Thay
sang day hoc tiéng Anh & Ma-roc, Thay mé doc sach dén do tay ldc ndo ciing
cAm quyén sach. Mt lic ndo cling khong 1di trang gidy. Poc sdnh trong nha da
danh, ma Thay ra ngodi dudng ciing doc, vita di vita doc, khong chiu trong
ching xe co, € dén ndi xe dap nd di né tdng ca vao ngudi, hit rdi ca td bao.

Thay mé doc sdch d danh, nhung Thay ciing d4 viét coi nhu khdng ngiing nghi
trong khoang thdi gian 45 nim, tif 1955 dén gan khi Thay min phan. C6 thé néi
tinh theo trung binh thi nim nao Thay ciing c¢6 sdch, bdo chuyén mon xuit ban,
4n hanh. T sach day ti€ng Anh tiéng Viét, tir dién song ngit, d&n céc bai viét
vé vin hod, ngit phap, vin pham, cdc bai diém sich vé ngon ngi, vin hoc, ti€u
thuyét. Hai cudn sach mdi nhit cuad Thay ma Thiy dic i 1a cudn Vietnamese
(Ti€ng Viét khong son phan), xuat bdn nam 1997, va cudn From the City Inside
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the Red River, 4n hanh nim 1999, 14 cudn sach viét vé cudc ddi Thay, xuat
than tir thanh phd Ha noi, nhung cling con 1a cudn hoi ki viét vé nhiing dic
trung vin hoé cud cdi thanh phd bén dong song Hong vao giita th& ki 20.
Thay d khdi su viét lai hai cudn sach trén sang tiéng Viét.

Nim 1987, Thiy sang Uc thuyét trinh vé& “Vietnamese Lexicography”
(Van dé bién soan tir dién Viét ngit) tai Hoi nghi Thé gi6i vé Ngit hoc 1an
thit 10, dudc t6 chiic § Vién Pai hoc University of Sydney. Ra dén Thiy
tai phi trtdng Mascot mua Pong nim 4y, c6 tdi va anh Pao Diing, ciing 1a
mon sinh cii cud Thiy. Gido su Pao Diing lic d6 1am Chi nhiém/Chi biit
T& Tuin bdo Viét Luan. Thiy vé & chung vé6i vo chong tdi & Bankstown.
Liic d6 chiing toi con & trong mdt cin ‘flat’, cud mdt toa nha cao 8 ting. Sau
d6 toi da dugc dip thdp ting, duwa Thiy di tham quan, néi chuyén tai nhiéu
noi G Uc.

— Sydney, Thiy dén thim cac 16p day Viét ngit thudc Trudng Thit Bay day
Ngdn ngit Cong dong (Saturday Schools of Community Languages) va
di&n thuyét & Vién Cao dang Macarthur Institute of Higher Education (tién
than cua Vién Pai hoc University of Western Sydney, Macarthur), 1a ndi
t0i da gidng day nhiéu nim vé Viét ngi¥, Viét vin va Thong ngdn Phién
dich. Thiy ciing con téi néi chuyén vé phuong phap gidng day tiéng Anh
cho ngudi Viét véi cc gido sur thudc nhiéu ngudn gdc sic toc dang day Anh
nglr cho SG Gido duc Di dan Trang nién [Adult Migrant Education Service
(AMES)] & North Sydney, c6 ca chi Monique Hoa Lockhart la gido su ki
cuu & ddy tham du. Thay ciing da dén vdi dong huong va néi chuyén tim
tinh tai Vin phong Cong dong Ngudi Viét Ty do § Bankstown. Trong mot
bita tiéc do c4c than hitu va cic mon sinh cii khoan dii Thiy & Nha hang
Qudc Khanh, Cabramatta, tdi thiy c6 ca c6 Gido su Nguyén Hoang Cuong,
ldc @6 1a Chu tich Hoi ddng Vin hod Gido duc Tiéu bang NSW cua Cong
dong ngudi Viét Ty do, ¢6 cd anh Luu Tudng Quang, lic d6 1am Gidm Paéc
Lién bang cud Bo Di trd va Sic tdc Su vu tai Tiéu bang NSW. Thiy Hoa
sau ndy da khong dau dudc niém hinh dién khi t6i cho Thay biét mot mon
dé cud Thay, mot ‘Gido su Anh vin thif thiét’ (6t nghiép Pai hoc Su pham
Ban Anh vin, va du bing Ct nhin Gido khoa Anh Vin, Pai hoc Vin khoa
Saigon), nay 1a Luat su Quang Luu, Téng Giam doc Hé thong Phat thanh
Dic biét SBS, mot vién chic lién bang cao cip nhat Uc dai 16i ¢6 ngudn goc
Viét Nam.

Trong chuyén di Melbourne, doan dudng bd dai gan 1000 ciy s0, t6i ¢6 ba

2

x4 Anh Thu phu 14i xe chd Thdy di va chiing t6i ngii lai trong ‘motel’ &
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Gundegai, mot thi trin trén doan dudng Sydney-Melbourne, cich Sydney
khodng 5 gid 14i xe. — Melbourne, Thiy dugc mdi tSi thuyét gidng mot s6 dé
tai vé€ vin hod va ngdn ngft Viét Nam trong hai, ba ngay chuong trinh day dic
do Gidng su Nguyén Xuan Thu dan dung cho sinh vién va Ban Gidng huin
Trudng Phillip Institute of Technology hoc tip, tham khdo. Thay ciing da t6i
néi chuyén véi cong dong ngudi Viét & Victoria trong mdt Hoi trudng dong
nghet ngudi tai Tiéu bang ndy. Chiing tdi con dua Thay tdi tham tru s& mdi cua
Pai Phat thanh Uc dai Igi (Radio Australia), 13 noi Thiy c¢6 ngudi ban tim giao
lau nim khodng gip. Trong chuyén di tham quan nady, ching toi con dugc su
huéng dan cud Gido su Ki gid Nguyén Ngoc Phich, mot nhan vién ki cuu cud
Dai. Anh Nguyén Ngoc Phich 12 bao dé cud Gido suw Nguyén Ngoc Linh, va
ong Linh 13 ban than cud Thiy tir diu thip nién 1950 tai Mi.

Tadi nghe dudc tin chinh thitc “Thay khong con nita!” qua Pai SBS Radio vao
t61 Thit Ba 12-12-2000. Mot cdm giac bang hoang, sitng s6. Mot ndi nghen
ngdo, mat mat. Mot sy hoang ving trong tim hdn... Thay di! gid t¥ nhau rdi
u?... Cudc hen gip lai Thay vao Thiang Tu, mua Xuin bén 4y, danh bd dd sao,
Thay?

Thai thi danh vay! Trdi kéu ai ngudi 4y ‘da’. Biét n6i gi hon? Thay t6i, Gido
su Tién si Nguyén-Dinh Hoa, con chiu nha quan, ‘dep giai, hoc gidi, con nha
giAuw’, da that sy dang dim chim trong gidc ngl dai...!

Trinh Nhat

Niém tuéng nhé khon ngudi

Sydney, Thang Chap, P& nhi Thién nién ki
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